"IN GOOD KING CHARLES'S GOLDEN DAYS"

CHARLES. I thank you. Pastor. Your sinful nature
makes you the best mannered man in the kingdom.
And now, what about the revelations?

FOX. I am troubled. I cannot conceive that God
should contradict himself. How must the revelation
of today be received if it be contrary to the revelation
of yesterday? If what has been revealed to you, Isaac
Newton, be true, there is no heaven above us and no
hell beneath us. The sun which stood still upon Gibeon
and the moon in the Valley of Ajalon had stood still
since the creation of the world.

NEWTON. Do not let that trouble you, Pastor.
Nothing has ever stood still for an instant since the
creation of the world: neither the sun, the moon, the
stars, nor the smallest particle of matter, except on two
occasions.

CHARLES, Two! I remember only one.

NEWTON. Yes, sir: two. The first was when the sun
stood still on Gibeon to give Joshua time to slaughter
the Amorites. The second was when the shadow on
the dial of Ahaz went ten degrees backward as a sign
from God to good King Hezekiah who was dying of a
boil until the prophet Isaiah made them put a lump of
figs on it.

MRS BASH AM. There is nothing like a poultice of
roasted figs to cure a gumboil. And to think that is
because it is in the Holy Bible! I never knew it.

NEWTON. On reflection, the sun has stopped three
times; for it must have stopped for an infinitesimal
moment when it turned back, and again when it
resumed its course.

FOX. I thank God that you are not an unbeliever